
Steve Bird Wines
The Steve Bird range are our flagship wines. Single vine-
yard wines hand-crafted by Steve to capture the qualities 
of a specific, exceptional site and to reflect nature’s unique 
influence with every vintage.

Steve Bird
Marlborough ‘Big Barrel’ Pinot Noir 2015
“Big Barrel’ refers to Steve’s use of a unique roll
fermentation method in big, 1000 litre French oak fudres.  
This results in very gentle extraction of colour and tannins 
from the grapes and to this wine’s magnificent texture.

The picturesque hillside site in Marlborough’s Omaka Valley 
where the grapes for this wine were grown is truly a 
hidden gem; a tiny block, but just right for a family 
operation like Steve Bird wines. Here it has produced a 
genuinely impressive pinot noir with earthy, spicy notes 
in support of the rich, dark-fruit aromas. On the palate it 
is deeply flavoured and lushly textured with supple, silky 
tannins. This is a superb partner for crispy duck breast.

Variety: 100% Pinot Noir
Region: Omaka Valley, Marlborough, New Zealand
Alc./Vol.: 14%

About Steve Bird
Steve Bird is one of New Zealand’s most acclaimed 
winemakers. 

His wines have won numerous gold medals and other awards, both in New Zealand 
and abroad.  Indeed Steve is the maker of Wine Spectator magazine’s highest-scoring 
Sauvignon Blanc ever – at 93 points.  His wines have also featured on Wine Spectator’s 
Top 100 list.

On completion of his degree in Wine Science, Steve returned to the New Zealand wine 
industry, working initially with the legendary John Hancock at Morton Estate and then 
starting Thornbury Vineyards. By the time Steve and his business partners launched 
Thornbury Vineyards his  wine-making skills were abundantly clear and he was producing 
internationally acclaimed wines.

When Villa Maria Estate acquired Thornbury Wines in 2004, Steve and Caroline were able 
to pursue their dream of their own family winery, Steve Bird Winery and Vineyards.


